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Important Dates to Remember:
 December 11: A Family Night of Music
Dinner & Crafts 5:30-7:30
 December 11: Choir Performance at
6:00 in LGI
 December 11: 7th & 8th grade Band
Performance at 7:00 in Fieldhouse
 December 12: 7th & 8th grade
Orchestra Performance 7:00 in
Fieldhouse
 December 12: Attendance Club
Celebration at 3:00 in the LGI room
 December 13: Late Start for Students
(one hour delay-8:30 am start)
 December 22: CORE BASH (during
school hours)
 December 22: End of First Semester
and last full day of school day before
winter break
 December 25-January 5: Winter Break
 January 8: School Reconvenes
 January 15: Martin Luther King Day
(No school for Students and Staff)
 January 22: Skating Party
 February 7: Late Start for Students
(one hour delay-8:30 am start)
 February 19: President’s Day
(No School for Students and Staff)
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From the
Assistant Principal’s
Desk…

For students, parents and educators alike, the
time between Thanksgiving break and
Christmas break can seem like an eternity.
Trends show that this is a time when people can
lose focus, begin to feel overwhelmed and
become ill. Parents please partner with us in
encouraging perseverance, help students to
de-stress, and to continue in fitness routines.
Encourage your student to stick with
challenging subjects. Our weekly Friday
message is, “Finish Strong!”. This is a mindset
that we believe will take your child further than
they imagine they can go.
Help your student gain the energy needed for
homework by rewarding them with breaks after
specified work time. This will allow students
time to relax and recharge. Their breaks may
include time for a TV viewing, social media
use or something that your student is looking
forward to.
Encourage your student's to stay active.
Students should have one hour of physical
activity daily for their minds as well as their
bodies.

Enjoy the Season, but Finish Strong!

Counselor’s Corner

December 2017
Mrs. Hankley, 317-532-8900 EXT. 8910
thankley@warren.k12.in.us

It is during this time of year I like to take time with
my family to reflect on the things and people in our
lives that we have to be thankful for (i.e. our health,
family and friends). I hope you too will take time
during this holiday season to reflect with your
children on the people and things in your lives that
you are thankful for. I would like to thank you for
allowing me to be a part of your children’s lives and
helping them on their educational journey. We look
forward to a continued partnership with you
throughout the year. I hope you enjoy your time
together during this holiday season!

Student Council is encouraging all Rangers
to participate in this month's COREific event:

A Month of Giving
From December 13 through December 19,
Student Council representatives will collect
non-perishable food items to re-stock our
Sunny Day Pantry. 7th and 8th grade
students are encouraged to bring 3 or more
canned goods or non-perishable items to
donate. In return, students will receive 3
days of "Festive" dress, in celebration of
generosity and the upcoming winter break.
Dates to Remember:

Ranger to the CORE
CELEBRATION
In an effort to celebrate kids that have earned
Ranger to the Core status we have arranged for

Dave and Busters to host students
on Friday December 22, before the Core
Celebration. The criteria set for Ranger to the
Core are students who have maintained a 97%
or above attendance rate, students who have
no more than 2 logs, and students who have not
gotten any referrals for the semester. The cost
for this incentive is $25. Students who qualify
will have their name placed on a list during
lunch. Dave and Busters will provide unlimited
game play and an open buffet for our students
for the first half of the day. Students who attend
are expected to return to campus
by 12:30. RPMS would like to thank our Ranger
to the Core parents for making sure your
students are at school each day. If your student didn't make the list this time. Please consider setting an attendance goal with your student so they can be included in next semesters'
Ranger to the Core activity.

December 13-19: Br ing in 3 or more
canned goods (students are asked to bring all
items at the same time)
December 20: Holiday Festive Hat Day
(students may wear holiday caps or hats
during the school day)
December 21: Ugly/Festive Sweater or
Shirt Day (students may wear seasonal/winter
holiday inspired sweaters, sweatshirts or
t-shirts as long as shirts are winter holiday
festive, no collars necessary)
December 22: Pajama Day (students may
wear pajamas to school, no robes, slippers or
blankets please)

Science Olympiad -Herpetology
Snakehead Ed visited Mr. Gobel’s Science Olympiad
practice to talk about Herpetology. It was a fun chance
to learn about snakes as well as a chance to hold real
life animals. Thank you Snakehead Ed!

Washington DC!

8th grade students will have the
opportunity to attend a trip to
Washington DC during the spring
semester. Attending students will
be excused from school the final
two days before spring break (3/15
and 3/16) to attend a trip that will
depart on the evening of 3/14 and
return the morning of 3/18. The
trip will be chaperoned by Ranger
staff, but the expense of this
optional trip will be the
responsibility of the student/
family. Information that includes
an itinerary, payment information
and fundraising opportunities are
included in this Ranger Report
newsletter. Be mindful that the
first payment to the travel company
is due December 8!

New for the 17/18 school year
Perfect Attendance Club
Each month we are hosting a PAC
celebration and we are inviting all
Rangers to attend! To qualify you
must be present for all class
periods with no tardies for an
entire month. Didn't make it this
month? Not to worry - you can
always try for next month!

Northwestern University Midwest
Academic Talent Search
(NUMATS)
NUMATS offers assessments (SAT and
ACT) that can then give you information to
help you plan your child's academic journey
though high school graduation. It helps you
to see your students academic strengths,
abilities, and needs. It is also an opportunity
that gives them practice on the high-stakes
test(s) used for high school placement,
scholarships, and college admissions.
There are many dates and locations
available throughout the school year.
For more information and the cost go
to https://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/
program/numats#details
Or Contact Tina Hankley (317) 532-8900 X6510

Raymond Park Middle School
Home of the Rangers
_____________________________________________________________

Ranger Patrons,
December’s Ranger Report is segmented according to topic for easy reading and later reference.
Learning Assessments. Students often ask why they are required to take so many assessments. I
often take time to explain that assessment is a natural part of any learning cycle: plan a lesson, teach a
lesson, assess the learning, and adjust instruction accordingly. However, I also worry that the
frequency of assessment can cause students to become numb to their importance and give less than
their best. December is an important month for assessments. NWEA assessments will be taken
during the week of December 11. Results provide teachers with a comprehensive view of student
knowledge in language, reading, and math. Also, performance task assessments will be given by most
disciplines during the final weeks of the term to provide information on the most recent unit of
study. I ask for your understanding and support in reinforcing with your student the importance of
giving one’s best on all assessments. All information that is learned from assessments is used to
improve your student’s education.
A Time of Giving. December’s school-wide character focus is on compassion, charity, and giving.
Difficult economic times provide opportunities for students to support the greater community, and
RPMS students will have several opportunities to rise to the occasion. RPMS is adopting Riley
Hospital families for gifting. Students will be working together through Success classes to sponsor
patients and family members whose condition requires that their focus be elsewhere during the holiday
season. The Student Council is also organizing a canned food drive and during consecutive weeks in
December. Details are provided in the attached Ranger Report Newsletter.
End of the Grading Period. The first semester is scheduled to come to a close on Friday,
December 22. So that RPMS may send term 2 report cards home with students prior to winter break,
all term 2 work that will be counted in the term 2 grade should be turned in before the end of the day
Tuesday, December 19. NWEA growth reports will also be sent home with report cards prior to
winter break.
Holiday Focus. The holidays can be the happy and/or depressing time of year depending on
circumstances. For those facing economic hardship and/or the loss of family or friends, depression is
an unfortunate and grim reality to a season that can be filled with so much hope. Please do not hesitate
to contact school personnel to discuss your student’s academic or emotional status during the days
leading up to Christmas break. I ask for your support in helping to keep kids focused during this busy,
festive time of year. I also wish you and yours the happiest of holiday seasons.
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Best Wishes from
Raymond Park

