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Students entering Grade 7 and Grade 8 must select one book choice from the following grade appropriate list
and read during the summer. Students should take notes on their selection, so that they will be prepared to
discuss the book with Mr. Brown or Mrs. Alexander and a small group in the fall.. Students are always
encouraged to read beyond the one book requirement. Happy Summer and Happy Reading!

Grade 7 Reading List

The Mostly True Story of Jack by Kelly Regan Barnhill

Enter a world where magic bubbles just below the surface... When Jack is sent to Hazelwood, Iowa, to live with
his strange aunt and uncle, he expects a summer of boredom. Little does he know that the people of
Hazelwood have been waiting for him for quite a long time. Three astonishing things happen: First, he makes
friends -- not imaginary friends but actual friends. Second, he is beaten up by the town bully; the bullies at
home always ignored him. Third, the richest man in town begins to plot Jack’s imminent, and hopefully
painful, demise. It’s up to Jack to figure out why suddenly everyone cares so much about him. Back home he
was practically, well, invisible. This is an eerie tale of magic, friendship, and sacrifice. It’s about things broken
and things put back together. Above all, it’s about finding a place to belong.

The Maze Runner by James Dashner

When Thomas wakes ups in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his first name. His memory is blank.
But he’s not alone. When the lift’s doors open, Thomas finds himself surrounded by kids who welcome him to
the Glade--alarge, open expanse surrounded by stone walls. Just like Thomas, the Gladers don’t know why or
how they got to the Glade. All they know is that every morning the stone doors to the maze that surrounds then
have opened. Every night they've closed tight. And every 30 days a new boy has been delivered in the lift.
Thomas was expected. But the next day, a girl is sent up--the first girl to ever arrive in the Glade. And more
surprising yet is the message she delivers. Thomas might be more important than he could ever guess. If only
he could unlock the dark secrets buried within his mind.



A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother had come
down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger.
“Wild nights are my glory.” the unearthly stranger told them. “I just got caught in a downdraft and blown off
course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my way. Speaking of ways, by the way, there is such
a thing as a tesseract.” A tesseract (in case the reader doesn’t know) is a wrinkle in time. To tell more would rob
the reader of the enjoyment of Miss L’Engle’s unusual book. A Wrinkle in Time, winner of the Newbery Medal
in 1963, is the story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin O’Keefe (athlete,
student, and one of the most popular boys in high school). They are in search of Meg’s father, a scientist who
disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government on the tesseract problem. One story night a
strange visitor comes to the Murray house and beckons Meg, her brother, Charles Wallace, and their friend on
a most dangerous and fantastic journey that will threaten their lives and our universe.

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen

After severely injuring Peter Driscal in an empty parking lot, mischief-maker Cole Matthews is in major
trouble. But instead of jail time, Cole is given another option: attend Circle Justice, an alternative program that
sends juvenile offenders to a remote Alaskan Island to focus on changing their ways. Desperate to avoid
prison, Cole fakes humility and agrees to go. While there, Cole is mauled by a mysterious white bear and left
for dead. Thoughts of his abusive parents, helpless Peter, and his own anger cause him to examine his actions
and seek redemption—from the spirit bear that attacked him, from his victims, and from himself.

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys

Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life--until Soviet officers invade her home and tear
her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, her mother, and her young
brother make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to fight for their lives. Lina finds solace
in her art, documenting these events by drawing. Risking everything, she embeds clues in her drawings of
their location and secretly passes them along, hoping her drawings will make their way to her father’s prison
camp. But will strength, love, and hope be enough for Lina and her family to survive.



Grade 8 Reading List

Belles by Jen Calonita

Fifteen-year-old Isabelle Scott loves her life by the boardwalk on the supposed wrong side of the tracks in
North Carolina. But when tragedy strikes, a social worker sends her to live with a long-lost uncle and his
preppy privileged family. Isabelle is taken away from everything she's ever known, and, unfortunately,
inserting her into the glamorous lifestyle of Emerald Cove doesn't go so well. Her cousin Mirabelle Monroe
isn't thrilled to share her life with an outsider, and, in addition to dealing with all the rumors and backstabbing
that lurk beneath their classmates' Southern charm, a secret is unfolding that will change both girls' lives
forever.

Night Hoops by Carl Deuker

Nick Abbott and Trent Dawson have nothing in common but basketball. Or so it seems. But as the basketball
season progresses, their lives become unexpectedly intertwined. In this story of an unlikely bond,
award-winning author Carl Deuker explores that dark and confusing place between loneliness and friendship,
between faithfulness and betrayal. Filled with gripping game play, the novel will leave readers wondering how
much they themselves would reach out to a kid like Trent.

Game Changer by Margaret Peterson Haddix

Athletics are everything to for eighth-grader KT Sutton. She’s a softball star, and she’s on track to get a college
scholarship and achieve international fame. Then one day during a championship game--in the middle of an
important play--she suddenly blacks out. When she wakes up, she’s in a different world. One where school is
class after class of athletic drills, and after-school sports are replaced by popular academic competitions. One
where KT is despised for her talent, and where her parents are fixated on her brother’s future mathletics career
rather than KT’s softball hopes. KT is desperate to get back to reality as she knew it, but bits and pieces of
disturbing memories and dreams make her wonder if something truly awful happened here. What is she’s lost
something a lot more important than a softball game?

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart

“Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?” When this particular ad appears in the newspaper,
dozens of children enroll to take a series of mysterious, mind-bending tests. (And you, dear reader, can test
your wits right alongside them.) But in the end just four very special children will succeed. Their challenge: to
go on a secret mission that only the most intelligent and resourceful children could complete. To accomplish it
they will have to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that
there are no rules. As our heroes face physical and mental trials beyond their wildest imaginations, they have
no choice but to turn to each other for support. But with their newfound friendship at stake, will they be able
to pass the most important test of all? Welcome to the Mysterious Benedict Society.



Double by Jenny Valentine

When the sixteen-year-old runaway Chap is mistaken for a missing boy named Cassiel, his life changes
dramatically. Chap takes on Cassiel’s identity, gaining the family and friends he’s always dreamed of having.
But becoming someone else isn’t as easy as he hoped—and Chap isn’t the only one hiding a secret. As he teeters
on the brink of discovery and begins to unravel the mystery behind Cassiel’s disappearance, Chap realizes that
he’s in much deeper danger than he could have imagined. After all, you can’t just steal a life and expect to get
away with it. Award-winning author Jenny Valentine delivers an explosive mystery where dark secrets,
betrayal, and loss pave the way for one teen’s chance at redemption.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death
has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich,
who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist -
books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books

with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.



